
PAYING RESPECT TO A VERY BRAVE MAN
Matt Parmenter

Some time ago I had the privilege to meet a
Maryborough man who was an R.A.A.F. Navigator in the
crew of a Lancaster bomber in 460 Squadron during the

war. He very kindly invited me into his home and shared
some of his experiences with me. As we sat talking in his
study surrounded by a large amount of memorabilia of
those so very dangerous days I quietly looked at the
several large photos of him and his squadron mates and
their Lancaster’s. I must admit that I was a little awe
struck. Here was one of those men who braved the flak
and night fighters so many times so very long ago. He
spoke so casually of those times and so casually of the
reoccurring loss of so many brave crews. It turned out
that sadly I was unable to offer the help he required in a
small matter that he was involved in but we became at
least casual friends. Several weeks later as I was pillaging
my stash of doom for a local school, I came across a 1/72
kit of a Lancaster. Then I had a great idea, I would make

it up in the markings of his machine. I went back but he
was away so I waited and then went back a few weeks
later and I got a great shock. This man Mr. Jeff Mackay

who is 93 years old had gone with his 88 year old wife
back to the U.K. to revisit his old war time base. When I
offered to make the kit in his markings he graciously
accepted and he showed me photos of his machine and
crew. The aircraft that they flew carried the codes “ AR-
J2” the two he told me was because it was the second to
carry that code. Although I said nothing I thought yes and
how many of its crew died when it was lost. Bomber
Command suffered the highest fatal casualty rate of any
Allied arm of service.

The model is progressing slowly as I am rather
busy looking after my injured house mate. The following
are some photos of the model under construction. He
remarked that his crew were earmarked for Tiger Force,
so maybe they had not finished their tour or were to do
another one out in the Pacific theater of operations. I will
get a list of the crew members and mount it on the display
base. I have a set of vehicles and ordinance for it so I may
make a small Diorama. The crew were known as
“Palmer`s Crew”, and they were as seen in the photo of
the seven of them with their “Lanc.” In the photo`s
background.

They are back row, L to R Dave Paul, Jack
Haining, Leigh {Tich} Palmer, Neville {Snowy}
Johnson, and Jeff {Mac} Mackay. Front row, L to R
Patrick {Logga} Dowling, Archibald {Jock} Buchanan.

Naturally most have passed on, but they are not forgotten.
The second photo is of only six of them as the flight
engineer was not there.


